Unity and Struggle

The National Executive of NFTE BSNL met from 15th to 17th October at Coimbatore and
deliberated in detail about the present threats being faced by the PSU and its workers due to
wrong policies of the govt. as well as of BSNL management. The Govt. has withdrawn various
concessions being enjoyed by the company forgetting it is fulfilling social objectives. Not only this
the Govt. has ensured that equipments are not available for the expansion of Mobile services and
improvement in the network. Atleast on six occasions the DoT has ensured cancellation of Ten-
ders floated by the PSU to procure the equipments. Due to the apathy of the Govt. the private
operators have captured the large portion of the market. The BSNL was forced by DoT to pay
heavy amount of BWA spectrum charges and there has been no flexibility to PSU in selecting
circles of choice for 3G spectrum. BSNL administration failed to provide necessary materials
and all these placed the company in loss.

The BSNL Hqr. is now targetting the employees although they are not at fault. The facili-
ties of LTC, leave encashment and medical allowance without vouchers have been fro-
zen. The workers are threatened with the retrenchment scheme. None can say with
authority that further facilities being enjoyed by the employees will continue uninter-
rupted and unchecked.

The National Executive considered the entire scenario and has concluded that the issues are
very serious and only through the sustained united struggle the PSU can be saved and workers
protected. Therefore evolving unity of all unions is need of the hour. The workers can be mobilised
and confidence generated to a very great extent once unity of union is established for continuous
and indefinite struggle. The "one day strike" will not serve any purpose except consolation that
protest has been recorded. Our fight is against the policies and approach of the Govt.

Therefore, NFTE appeals to all to evolve unity for serious united struggle. The NFTE stands
for unity of workers and will not lag behind in struggle.
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